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2022 
ANNUAL  
RESIDENTIAL 
CONFERENCE
Milton Hill House Hotel
Steventon, Abingdon

SPECIAL  
GUESTS 

ROGER CARSWELL

IGOR BANDURA

DANIEL KRYSTOŃ

Roger is a well-known and gifted evangelist with an 
extensive ministry in the UK. We are very grateful that he is 
able to join us again and share the Bible ministry during our 
conference this year. He is married to Dot and they have 
four children.

This is your special invitation to be 
part of this year’s event! Plan to 
be with us for the weekend. If you 
cannot join us for the full weekend, 
why not come along as a day visitor? 

For further information, do not 
hesitate to contact Sharon Howard 
at the SGA office. You can download 
a booking registration form from our 
website www.sga.org.uk or contact 
the SGA Office to send you a form by 
post. (01788 220699)

RESIDENTIAL FEES 
(from Friday afternoon to Sunday  
lunchtime, inclusive of all meals)

Adult Double Room £165 pp
Adult Single Room £179 pp

Young Person £95

DAY CONFERENCE FEES
Saturday 29th October 2022  

Day Conference with lunch only  
Adults £25 / YP £15

Igor is married to Anna, and they have four children. He 
has an extensive ministry as Senior Vice President of the 
Baptist Union of Ukraine. Since the start of the war, he has 
been heavily involved with organizing relief efforts through 
the local pastors and churches.

Daniel is pastor of the Evangelical Christian Church in 
Piotrkow Trybunalski. Daniel and his church fellowship 
have been offering accommodation and vital supplies to 
Ukrainian refugees. He also organised many food aid trips 
into Ukraine itself. Daniel is married to Ania and they have 
three grown up children.

Whatever his inner turmoil, Abraham 
obeyed, believing that God could 
raise Isaac from death, in order  
to faithfully fulfil His covenant  
with Abraham.

As we survey the broken world around 
us, and the devastating circumstances 
which have overtaken us all in recent 
years, we may well ask the same 
question: ‘What is God doing?’  
The unprecedented upheaval caused 
by the Covid pandemic universally, 
has been followed by unspeakable 
disruption, destruction, and death 
wrought upon the Ukrainian nation  
by invading Russian forces. This in  
turn has had a devastating impact on 
the world economy, which inevitably 
causes hardship to individuals and 
families, especially those who are 
already most vulnerable.

What is God doing? What is He saying 
to us in these difficult and challenging 
times? Tragically these questions do 
not even occur to the vast majority 
of men and women who are entirely 

earth-bound and material-centred in 
their worldview. They are deaf to, or 
dismissive of, the voice of God. They 
look for answers within the puny 
confines of their own wisdom and 
resources, and they are bound to fail.

Believers know that God is speaking 
loudly to a lost world. He is, we might 
say, ‘shouting in their ears’, calling 
sinners to humble themselves, to 
acknowledge their abysmal failure to 
live as God demands, and to repent. 
With thankfulness to God, we are 
hearing reports from within Ukraine 
of a great hunger for God, at a depth 
according to denominational leaders, 
which they have not witnessed since 
the fall of Communism thirty years 
ago. God is at work in all the confusion 
around us, and the Lord Christ is 
building His Church as He said He 
would. With reverence we say: ‘God 
knows what He is doing’, or as 
one paraphrase of ‘Jehovah-Jireh’ 
expresses it: ‘God will see to it!’ 

In this issue of Frontlines you will read 

of the advance of the Gospel through 
the storms of war in Ukraine, and you 
will also read of blessing and progress in 
many of SGA’s projects and ministries – 
the training of leaders, the development 
of the various Phoebe ministries, 
advancement into Mongolia! The work of 
God advances in the face of all kinds of 
difficulty and opposition, the kingdom of 
God is extending, and the Lord Jesus is 
being proclaimed Lord of all!

Slavic Gospel Association  
(British Section) Limited 

22 Little Church Street, Rugby, 
Warwickshire CV21 3AW

Tel: 01788 220699  
E-mail: office@sga.org.uk  

Web: www.sga.org.uk

Registered Charity Number: 258253. 
Frontlines may not be reproduced or 

duplicated without permission from SGA.

What strange and troubling times 
we live in! Recently I listened to 
a friend preaching from Genesis 
22 on the account of Abraham’s 
testing on Mount Moriah.  
He summed up the confusion 
and questioning which was 
undoubtedly in Abraham’s mind 
with a question, just as relevant 
today as it was then: ‘What is  
God doing?’ It must have seemed 
utterly contradictory for God to ask 
for the life of Isaac, the one who 
had been given specifically  
in fulfilment of God’s promise to 
make of Abraham a great nation. 

ADVANCE  
THROUGH 
THE  
STORM

E D I TO R I A L J O H N  B I R N I E

BIBLE MINISTRY

UKRAINE

POLAND

Friday 28th –  
Sunday 30th  

OCTOBER
2022
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LADIES ON 
A MISSION!

P H O E B E  M I N I S T RY

Hospice Emanuel, Oradea, Romania, is 
another care centre for the terminally 
ill, efficiently supervised by Marinela 
Murg. It provides palliative home care 
services free of charge for patients 
who prefer to be cared for and spend 
their last days at home, surrounded by 
family in their own familiar environment. 
However, there is the need for a purpose-
built centre to be constructed. Hospice 
Emanuel Foundation has launched this 
initiative with the purpose of raising 
funds to build a hospice patient care 

unit in Oradea. 

‘Casa Filip’ based 
in Cluj-Napoca, 
Romania, offers 
accommodation 
and support 
for cancer 

patients undergoing 
treatment, and for 

their supporting families. Its 
director, Violeta Goron, shared how 
Casa Filip is no longer large enough to 
accommodate the growing demand for 
its facilities. Sadly, due to lack of space 
they are forced to turn many away every 
day. The good news is that a large 
property has been secured which 
will accommodate up to forty people 
at a time. The hope is to renovate and 
remodel this and make it ready to open 
at the end of this year. The Casa Filip 

ministry is reaching into the lives 
of many who are in a life crisis, 
needing love and care at an 
anxious and vulnerable time.

Marina Tsapkova, a graduate 
from Balti Mission School, 
Moldova, is serving in 
Khakassia, Russia. She was 
delighted when over 25 volunteers 
joined their special Christmas 
evangelism. In just five days they 
visited all the places which they had 
previously visited, and even a couple 
of new villages! They also travelled 

to five remote villages and 
settlements of the Evenk 
people, covering more 
than 2000 km (100 hrs 
in a car) along wintry 

roads – and this was only 
the distance covered between 

villages! This was all organized so they 
could tell children the Christmas story.

Plans are already in place to expand 
the work of one of the Good News 
Foundation’s main projects – Mary’s 
House in Orgavany, Hungary. It offers 
accommodation and counselling for 
expectant mothers who are considering 
terminating their pregnancy. Thirteen 
women and their children are 
currently living there. Renovations 
have begun on the building.

PHOEBE MINISTRY

Phoebe supported missionaries, 
Bohuslava Havrilova, (Slovakia) and 
Marina Tsapkova, (Russia), have 
experienced God’s blessings.  

Bohuslava is grateful that a new Roma 
women’s Bible group has commenced 
in Chrast, Slovakia, with eight 
attending. It is hosted by a family who 
accepted the Lord Jesus while reading 
the Bible in the loneliness of quarantine. 

Bohuslava summarizes what 
is happening here. “The 
Roma village of Chrast is  
a miracle to me”. The village 
was completely closed to the 
Gospel but now there are 
regular worship services. 

It was a great joy for Bohuslava to 
witness four new believers baptized. 
There was huge opposition from some 
family members. A mother of two 
who were baptized brought their birth 
certificates, threw them into the water 
with anger and said, “You are no 
longer my children!”. However, they 
were encouraged by other believers, and 
thankfully their mother later apologized 

for her actions. 

Phoebe ministries also 
reach into Central 
Asia, supporting ladies 
who are carrying out 
amazing work for 
the Lord. Ministry to 

children with disabilities 
is overseen by Tatyana. A 

house for vulnerable mothers 
and their children is providing essential 
accommodation and daily supplies. 

In a Muslim context men are generally 
forbidden to speak to ladies, so it is 
vital to have ladies who are evangelizing 
other ladies and reaching families, as God 
gives opportunity.

Other Phoebe projects include the 
‘Social Kitchen’ in Bulgaria, which 
provides Roma people with daily food 

packages; 
Bread 

of Life, 
Belgrade, 
Serbia, 
caring for 

the elderly 
and for 

Roma children; 
‘Preventis’ 

based in Cluj-Napoca, Romania, 
which endeavours to prevent drug 
addiction, and help support young 
people already addicted, through 
counselling.

There is much to share about Phoebe 
ministries! We are delighted to have 
Phoebe Representatives ready to 
bring you up to date! So, if you are 
planning your ladies’ events why not 
invite a Phoebe Representative! Get 
in touch with them or call the SGA 
office for more details. 

smylingmegandtim@gmail.com 

lisa.chow@sga.org.uk

ejphoebeproject@hotmail.com 

sharonphoebe21@gmail.com

kay.macdonald2000@gmail.com

sharon.howard@sga.org.uk 

01922 685071 

07833 891539 

028 82840247 

07545 098082 

01788 220699

West Midlands

East Midlands

Northern Ireland

East Devon and Exeter

Scottish Central Belt

North of England

MEGAN SMYLIE 

LISA CHOW

ELAINE JOHNSTON

SHARON PITTS

KAY MACDONALD

SHARON HOWARD

Women have contributed 
significantly to the work 

of mission throughout its 
history. From the shores of 

the UK and Ireland,  
a host of dedicated and 

courageous women have 
departed for a lifetime of 

service in unreached isolated 
parts of the world. Many of 

them used their professional 
skills to help break down 

opposition and hostility to 
the Gospel, and help the 

advance of missionary work 
in pioneering contexts.

During the long periods of Covid19 lockdowns, SGA’s Phoebe Ministry 
was conceived and born. Its aim is to support women in ministry. From 
Paul’s commendation of Phoebe (Romans 16:1-2), SGA was inspired to launch 
this exciting new expansion of the work in October last year. Already huge 
benefits are being felt, and Gospel advancement is evident as ladies provide for 
the practical needs of people who desperately need help. Through this initiative 
women are being supported in their God given ministry and the projects 
they lead receive funding. 

Recent reports have given us more insight into current projects and 
underlined the importance of the Phoebe ministries. 
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FORTY-FIVE PEOPLE 
GATHERED IN THE 
CHURCH FOR WORSHIP, 
AND FIFTEEN OF THEM 
ACCEPTED CHRIST  
INTO THEIR HEARTS.

TO LOSE THEM TO 
GOSPEL MINISTRY 
WOULD HAVE A 
DETRIMENTAL IMPACT 
ON GOSPEL WORK IN 
UKRAINE FOR MANY 
YEARS TO COME.

Roman had two cousins living in 
Mariupol where he himself had lived.  
As war intensified he moved to western 
Ukraine, from where he advised the two 
girls to get out of their apartment and 
move away from the city as soon  
as possible. However, having lived there 
for eight years without real worries or 
anxieties, they chose to stay on.  
By the time they realized how extremely 
seriousness the situation had become,  
it was too late to escape.

They found themselves in a city which 
was cut off from the outside world – there 
was no petrol for cars, no electricity, 
no power, no water.  Food was running 
short and there was no way out. They 
risked death getting out of the apartment 
during breaks in the shelling, to get water 
and food.  Should they go down and hide 
in the basement, the safest place to shelter 
from bombardment? They greatly feared 
being buried there if the building should 
be hit. So they took the decision to stay in 
their second floor apartment.

The attacks continued and their balcony 
was destroyed and a wall pierced as a 
result of shelling. The windows were 
broken and in the freezing temperatures 

numbers of non-church people.

On Easter Sunday, in a church near 
Kharkiv, the hall was full. Many who 
attended were non-church people from 
the area who have begun to attend 
regularly, to seek consolation in God’s 
Word and fellowship with Christians. 

Similar reports have reached us from 
the Chernihiv region since the Russian 
Army retreated. New people are joining 
the churches. Even though public 
transport has not been restored, many 
are still making their way to services. 

One Chernihiv church reports having 
75% of its congregation made up 
of non-church people. Part of the 
hall, which received a direct hit from 
shelling, has not yet been repaired. 
Nevertheless, on Easter Sunday eight 
people professed faith in Jesus Christ. 
On the same day, God moved powerfully 
in another village in the region. Forty-
five people gathered in the church 
for worship, and fifteen of them 
accepted Christ into their hearts.

Maybe a similar phrase could be used to 
describe what has been happening in the 
evangelical churches of Ukraine. Despite 
the war, some are reporting significant 
growth in attendance, especially in 

A similar problem has occurred in 
Ukraine, and this is a real concern 
for the evangelical church. As 
churches are forced to close because 
of the fighting and congregations 
scatter, pastors face financial hardship 
alongside safety concerns. One 
tempting option is to “flee abroad” to 
the West. Once settled there with their 
families they may never return and be 
lost to the ministry.

Pastor Igor Bandura, of the evangelical 
Baptist Union of Ukraine, shared these 
fears with SGA to see what could be 
done. 120 pastors across 20 regions 
had been identified as key church 

they put on as many clothes as they could 
and tried to keep warm. Food was scarce 
and they had no option but to live on  
what was found in abandoned stores. They 
could eat this, or starve.

All the time the girls were praying  
for God’s help, and miraculously  
He preserved them. Eventually Russian 
troops who had been moving people out  
of the city, arrived at their apartment.  
The girls’ names were added to a list 
of those to be moved out of Mariupol to 
Russia. They had no choice in this – it was 
compulsory. In this way they were removed 
from the almost obliterated city, and are now 
on Russian soil, hoping and praying that 
they will soon be able to return to Ukraine.

Such stories could be replicated many 
times. People in besieged cities are in 
desperate straits, and believers are not 
exempt from the dangers and the results  
of devastation around them. 

leaders. Much time and energy had been 
invested in these pastors, in training 
and mentoring. To lose them to Gospel 
ministry would have a detrimental 
impact on Gospel work in Ukraine  
for many years to come. They would 
also be lost to the immediate need of  
co-ordinating humanitarian projects, 
and in the long-term, to rebuilding work.

SGA agreed that this was a real danger 
and decided to commit funds to support 
these pastors for at least 3 months. . We 
see this as an important investment 
in the future of Gospel work in 
Ukraine and pray for God’s continued 
blessing on the ministry of these key 
workers.

One of the unintended costs of war 
is illustrated by the following news 
headline: “Russia faces brain 
drain as thousands flee abroad”. 
Thousands of the “best and 
brightest” have left Russia because 
they either disagreed with the war, 
or feared western sanctions.

BUILD BACK
BETTER

DRAIN
DANGER

U K R A I N E

“Build back better” has become 
a political catchphrase of the 
moment. It encapsulates the desire 
that all regions of the UK should 
benefit from post-pandemic 
investment and growth.

Accounts emerging from 
besieged cities in Ukraine tell 
of the danger and the struggles 
of merely trying to live from day 
to day. On the other hand getting 
out of places like Kromatorsk and 
Mariupol is fraught with difficulty. 
The strategy of helpers is to get 
humanitarian aid in, and on the 
way back to bring out those who 
need to leave, but often this 
proves impossible because of 
constant gunfire and shelling.  

OUT OF
MARIUPOL

ALL THE TIME  
THE GIRLS WERE  
PRAYING FOR  
GOD’S HELP, AND 
MIRACULOUSLY  
HE PRESERVED  
THEM.  

Pray for God’s people in such 
extreme and difficult situations, 
that they will know the 
assurance of God’s presence  
and His unfailing love for them.

Pray that believers will be 
strengthened to serve the Lord 
and that these new believers 
will grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ.
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INTRODUCING

JESUS

These were the words of Pastor Daniel 

Ciobin as he explained the significance of 

the recent graduation of the Mission School 

in Medias. Having begun just a few weeks 

before the Covid pandemic hit Europe, 

this Mission School has had many 

challenges to overcome. Nevertheless,  

by God’s grace seventeen students  

marked the completion of their studies in  

a graduation service that was a joyous and 

special occasion. Diplomas, certificates, 
and a small library of books were given 
to students, who spoke movingly of the 
difference the training had made to their 
lives and ministries.

Reflecting on the last two years, Pastor 
Ciobin looked beyond the graduation 
service, and spoke of what he believes 
will be the lasting impact of the school. 
He said, “I’m glad to already see fruit.  

We have people wanting to continue 

their theological training. We have 

another person being ordained as a pastor, 

and I believe our younger generation has 

been better equipped for the ministry of 

God. …However, I’m convinced the fruit of 

this investment will not just be seen in the 

short term… but will be seen in the future 

dynamic of the church and the raising up  

of a new generation of leaders.”

In previous editions of 
Frontlines, the vision of 
our existing partners in 
Bibel Mission to meet this 
need has been highlighted. 
Recognising the particular 
opportunities given to them to 
bring the Gospel to this land, 
believers in Kazakhstan and 
Russia have been planning 
evangelistic missions and 
other initiatives. In the 
light of these plans, a new 
request from a different 
ministry partner, Trans World 
Radio, was providential. 

Mongolia is Trans World 
Radio’s newest ministry 
area in the Northeast Asia 
region.  In April 2021 they 
began broadcasting a series 
of programmes with the 
specific aim of ‘introducing 
Jesus Christ to people who 
do not know Him.’ Working 

in partnership with national 
believers, TWR has produced 
material which concentrates 
on the birth, life, teaching,  
death and resurrection of 
Jesus. Broadcast on both the 
shortwave and FM platforms 
several times daily, TWR is 
praying that God will use 
these programmes to work 
in the hearts and lives of 
those who listen in. While 
still a relatively new initiative, 
TWR friends have been 
encouraged by the responses 
they have been receiving. 

A FRUITFUL 
INVESTMENT

S N A P S H OT

Mongolia is in desperate need of the Gospel. It 
has been designated by some missiologists as an 
‘unreached’ country, and while the church has known 
significant growth since the early 1990s, the tragic 
reality is that the vast majority of people have never 
heard of Jesus Christ or God’s plan of salvation. 

“In other parts of the world many are paying large 
sums of money for this kind of training and equipping. 
But by God’s grace… we had the opportunity to have 
this for free which is an amazing blessing for us.”

Through our faithful 
SGA supporters in the 
UK, we are pleased to 
be able to help meet the 
costs of these broadcasts 
and desire to see God’s 
blessing and favour on 
this new initiative. 


