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GRACE SHELTER 
FORCED TO 
RE-LOCATE

Continue to pray for the Odessa 
orphanage children. This 
arrangement is only temporary,  
and everything hinges on when, 
how, and if this conflict can be 
settled and a return to their home 
made possible. God is able! 

I was deeply touched by comments made at the funeral 
service of Trevor Harris [former SGA General Director] 
a few months ago. We heard how his father instilled 
two Godly influences in the life of his son, teaching him 
firstly, to have a love for the Word of God and secondly, 
for the work of God. We would do well to exert the same 
influences on our children and children’s children. 

After fifteen 
years of faithful 
and dedicated 
service John 
Birnie has 
retired from the 

work of SGA. He will be greatly 
missed by all his colleagues and 
many friends throughout UK/
Ireland, Eastern Europe, and 
Central Asia. We are deeply 
grateful for all that the Lord has 
accomplished through the gifts 
and ability that He entrusted to 
John. His wife Dorothy has been 
a constant support and we wish 
them both God’s richest blessing. 

Although officially retired, I am 
pleased to announce that this is 
not the end of the Birnies in the 
SGA family! John intends to 
continue to serve as an  
Associate Editor, for which we  
are very grateful! 

We all want our lives to make a 
difference in some way. It is often 
the reason that motivates us for the 
things we do. We pursue promotions 
and leadership positions because 
we want to make a difference. We 
encourage our children in the same 
way, in the hope that they, too, will 
make a difference. And let us be clear, 
there is nothing intrinsically wrong 
with such aspirations. However, those 
things alone will not change the 
world and they are not the reason 
for our existence. The most important 
requirement is to faithfully serve  
the Lord. 

It is very clear that the Apostle Paul 
was dedicated to the Lord. His life 
was lived for the glory of God and his 
priority was to fulfil the will of the 
Lord Jesus in his life [Acts 21:22-24]. 
Here we note that Paul did not count his 
life dear to himself but was willing to 
deny self to serve the Lord and to finish 
the work that the Lord had given him 
to do. Paul was heading for Jerusalem 
in obedience to the Lord’s direction for 
him, despite the uncertainties ahead 
and the difficult trials he would have to 
face there. Paul faithfully served to 
the very end of his life! 

prayer and the children from the 
Shelter, with their house-parents were 
loaded onto a train which transported 
them on a near 1000km journey to 
Kovel in Ukraine, and then by coach 
across the border to Poland. Their final 
destination at that time was uncertain, 
for accommodation for so many would 
not be easily found. 

However, God was in all of this, and 
the Ruptawa Camp Accommodation 
in which SGA conducts its Leadership 
Training sessions, and set in beautiful 
and peaceful surroundings was made 
available by our faithful Polish 
friends Pastor Andrzej Karzalek and 
Pastor Tomasz Chylka. They and 
their church congregations made the 
place ready to receive the children. An 
anonymous donor paid 1,000 euros 
for a bus to transport the whole group 
from the Polish border to Ruptawa! 
God provided at each step. The boys 
and girls with their house-parents 
were so blessed to have these facilities 
placed at their disposal. How long they 
would stay there was uncertain, for the 

accommodation in reality was too small. 
Again, God provided and they moved 
on to more spacious accommodation 
which was made available in Germany.

The young people from the Transition 
House had to be dispersed. The young 
men are all over 18 years of age and 
therefore are prohibited from leaving 
the country. The information we have 
is that they have moved to safer places 
in the country. Both the Shelter and the 
Transition House have been locked up 
for the present, and prayer is asked 
that these precious facilities will be 
preserved intact for the future of the 
ministry, whenever that might be resumed.

Early on it was subject to attack and 
prolonged shelling, and had also 
the spectre of Russian navy ships 
threatening attack from the sea.

Odessa has also occupied a special 
place in the ministry and prayer 
interest of SGA. It is the location of 
Grace Church and its precious ministry 
to Ukrainian orphans cared for in 
‘Grace Shelter’ and in the Transition 
House which is the home of older 
orphan young people who have moved 
out of the Shelter. Intense shelling 
which came uncomfortably close to the 
church and its buildings, convinced the 
church leaders and house-parents that 
they must move from their location to a 
safe place. But how and where do you 
move almost sixty young children in 
a cauldron of war? 

The church, its leaders, and many 
others, including SGA prayer partners, 
prayed that the Lord would enable a 
safe evacuation and journey through a 
war-torn land and across the border to a 
safe haven. God wonderfully answered 

As we followed the invasion and war 
in Ukraine, we could not help but 
observe the selfless, devoted service 
of our brothers and sisters as they 
faithfully served their Lord and Saviour. 
Even during uncertainty, trials, and 
horrific conditions they did not waver 
from their commitment to the Word of 
God and the work of God. It was  
obvious that they were under huge 
pressure, but their priority remained 
– to faithfully serve. In this issue of 
Frontlines, you can read about those in 
Ukraine and the bordering countries 
and their tireless service of displaced 
people who have suffered horrific 
devastation and inhumane loss. 
Believers in these islands have provided 
finance to enable their brothers and 
sisters in Eastern Europe to reach out 
with compassion and assistance.  
Thank you for remembering Ukraine! 

The lesson we have learned from 
believers in Eastern Europe is that the 
Lord’s interests must always come first. 
They must be placed well above our own 
personal pursuits. Faithfulness to the 
Lord demands this attitude in our service: 
“He must increase, and we must decrease.”

The city of Odessa is an 
important Black Sea port 
located in the deep south-east 
of Ukraine and near to the 
annexed region of Crimea.  
It is regarded by many as a 
strategic location in Russian 
plans to subjugate the nation, 
for it is a vital entry port for 
much of the country’s imports 
and trade. One commentator 
writes: 

‘Odessa controls access to 
and control over the Black 
Sea and is a tremendously 
important port vis-à-vis 
the movement of cargo and 
resources through Europe.’
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FAITHFULNESS TO 
THE LORD DEMANDS 
THIS ATTITUDE IN OUR 
SERVICE: “HE MUST 
INCREASE, AND WE 
MUST DECREASE.”

E D I TO R I A L D E R E K  M A X W E L L

FAITHFULLY 
SERVING!

P R O J E C T
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Our team is located in Lviv near the 
western borders, and we coordinate all  
our humanitarian assistance from here… 
We created seven regional logistics 
centres to help people, to provide housing, 
to work with refugees… and to distribute 
humanitarian aid. 

Many cities are surrounded by the (Russian) 
army and problems have started with food 
and basic needs… Christians who are 
staying in the cities, stay mainly in church 
basements. Churches were prepared for 
this, so they had enough water and food and 
basic stuff. But now there is a lack of water 
and food. So we are near to a humanitarian 
crisis. Now our main task is to bring money 
and goods to these churches, because 
otherwise people will starve to death.

FAITH IN THE
FURNACE

One young man, 26-year-old Anatolii, 
a member of Irpen Bible Church, had 
taken his wife out of danger to a safe 
place, and had then returned to the city 
to help others. He was assisting a mother 
and two children to get to safety across 
a dangerous broken bridge to catch a 
bus which would carry them away from 
the danger area. Tragically a Russian 
mine exploded nearby, and he and the 
mother and children were blown up and 
killed. Anatolii and his wife were active 
and faithful members of the Irpen church.

In the besieged city of Mariupol, five 
Christian brothers who left the basement 
of the church building in which many 
were sheltering, to bring help and relief to 
these desperate people, were themselves 
killed by the Russian invaders. The 
bombs and shells do not differentiate 
between military personnel and those 
who risk their lives to help others.

How to give help and support in such 
dreadful circumstances is a difficult 
and dangerous challenge. Believers 
throughout the country have rallied 
to the calls from their leaders to give 
themselves wholeheartedly to sheltering 
and supporting the refugee victims of 
the war. Praise God for the wisdom 
and foresight given to men such as 
Pastors Igor Bandura and Roman 
Vecherkovsky, whose tireless work in 
co-ordinating relief efforts, and evacuation 
and transport of refugees, has resulted in 
many rescued from critical circumstances 
and delivered to safer areas.

The churches of Christ near to the borders 
in neighbouring countries have responded 
in an amazing way to refugees’ needs. 
As the crisis began and developed, they 
prepared their buildings, halls, and other 
suitable rooms to receive and care for 
those who arrived virtually empty-handed, 
with only a minimum of possessions 
which they were able to hurriedly pack and 
carry with them.

SGA has channelled substantial funds 
to the ‘front lines’ of the relief effort, 
through its network of trusted church 
leaders and friends in Romania, Poland, 
Slovakia, Hungary and Moldova. We 
have also been able to transfer funds 
into Ukraine itself where denominational 
and church leaders have organized its 
distribution to the most needed regions. 
After aid reached him, Pastor Oleh from 
Kyiv wrote:

‘We are thankful for this help. We were 
able to give out more than 300 food 
parcels to people here, telling them the 
Gospel and encouraging them to pray.’

Other reports from this city, however, 
are disturbing. The house of one of the 
pastors was burned out. Thousands of 
private houses and apartment buildings 
have been destroyed, including many 
schools, kindergartens, hospitals, 
and social institutions. The challenge 
of ministering to people’s needs in these 
circumstances is immense.

Pastor Igor Bandura, 
a Vice President of 
the Ukrainian Baptist 
Union explains 
something of their 
strategy, and the 

difficulties they face. They have to work 
within the country itself, and across the 
various borders through which hundreds 
of thousands of refugees have fled.

Day after day Ukraine’s fiery 
trials have continued, and the 
sufferings of ordinary people, 
many believers among them, 
have shocked and saddened 
us deeply as we have watched 
from afar. The shelling and 
bombing of major cities have 
resulted in tragic casualties, 
some of whom had remained 
in, or returned to the conflict 
zones to help and minister 
to those trapped by the 
war. Accounts of believers’ 
sacrificial service have come 
to us from reliable sources in 
the country.

THE CHURCHES OF 
CHRIST NEAR TO 
THE BORDERS IN 
NEIGHBOURING 
COUNTRIES HAVE 
RESPONDED IN AN 
AMAZING WAY TO 
REFUGEES’ NEEDS.  

U K R A I N E

L E AV I N G   M A R I U P O L 

A I D  I N  K Y I V

F O O D  S H O R TA G E S

B R E A D  F O R  T H E  H U N G R Y

D I S P L A C E D  FA M I L I E S

Despite the chaos of this war 
situation, SGA continues to care 
for its supported missionaries 
and their families.

There are 35 missionary families 
living and witnessing in different 
regions of the country, who 
are supported in their ministry 
through SGA’s Leadership 
Support programme. That regular 
support continues, for our faithful 
brothers and sisters have not 
abandoned their work. Some have 
been forced out of their cities and 
villages, but continue to minister 
in other locations. Others have 
stayed their ground and bring 
God’s Word and Christian 
love to those in desperate 
circumstances. All of them 
need our prayers for protection, 
provision, and ultimately 
deliverance from this dreadful 
war.

NEW PRAYER  
MATTERS BOOKLET  

NOW AVAILABLE
CONTACT THE SGA  

OFFICE OR YOUR LOCAL  
SGA REPRESENTATIVE 
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Recently, he sent the following report 
outlining current projects. 

 

Bill was concerned about how he could 
provide God’s Word to refugees in 
Poland. He had some transportation 
plans in place, but God had a much 
better plan! Bill explained that New 
Testaments are now being printed in 

Church members are also involved in 
transporting refugees from the border, 
and providing food, medicines, clothing, 
and sanitary products. A church 
member, Igor, has dual Polish-Ukrainian 
citizenship. He started a collection 
of items from the people of Piotrkow. 
These were loaded into a lorry and 
carried to the Ukrainian border. There 
they were reloaded onto smaller lorries 
and transported to three locations in the 
Zhytomyr Oblast, 100km west of Kyiv.

Rising fuel prices are placing a strain on 
church finances, but a greater concern 
is the physical and emotional strain 
on church members. Daniel continues,   

These women express amazement at 
this provision which includes 3 hot 
meals a day. “We have everything from 
food, diapers, medicine and the doctor 
who comes every day to check on our 
children.” Some use the Centre as a 
temporary stop before moving on to 
other parts of Europe. Others hope to 
be able to return from there to Ukraine 
soon. Each day they gather to sing, 
have fellowship, and to pray for the 
situation in Ukraine. 

The Centre depends on both the 
energy and organization of a team 
of committed helpers, and the 
generosity of churches in Moldova 
and beyond. A pastor at the Centre 
said, “The greatest needs are for groceries, 
heating, and transportation costs to bring 
people here from the border.” SGA has 
provided financial support. 

Her story goes back to 2014, when her 
family lived in East Ukraine during the 
first conflict. She recalls how, one night 
during the fighting, a man lay dying 
outside their apartment block. Her 
husband ventured outside to help 
him and tragically both were killed 
by a shell. During the subsequent 
fighting their apartment was also hit, 
resulting in Luda and her three boys 
having to relocate to somewhere safe.

We can only imagine how distressing 
the last eight years have been, but 
the Lord reached her through 
local Christians participating in 
SGA’s Widows’ project. In a video 
conversation she said,

What her words cannot show are the 
deep wounds that she and her children 
still have. She shared that her son 
Maxim is suffering from PTSD because 

Poland as well as Ukraine. These are 
ready to distribute to refugees. Praise 
God His ways are far beyond ours! 

SGA was delighted to be able to help 
fund the printing of the New Testaments 
and provide for the food parcels.  
May the love of Christ and the truth of 
God’s Word shine into many hearts! 

A thankful mother shared her feelings 
about the care she was receiving, 

of the first conflict in 2014, and recent 
events have only made matters worse. 

Luda is an example of the lasting 
damage war brings to ordinary innocent 
people. We have heard many statistics 
over these last few months, but we 
should remember that behind each 
number is an individual who needs 
God’s grace and truth to rebuild their 
shattered lives. 

The small country of Moldova 
has welcomed many refugees 
fleeing south-east Ukraine 
where the fighting has  
been fierce.

Bălțata Christian Centre is 
located 12km east of Chișinău. 
It provides a refuge for up 
to 200 women and children. 
Each has a personal story of 
the difficulties faced and most 
have left husbands and other 
relatives behind. 

The war in Ukraine has 
devastated lives, and the 
suffering of some will continue 
long after the final bullet has 
been fired. One lady who 
unfortunately can testify to this 
is Luda, a widow, and mother of 
three young boys. 

ENDURING
SERVICE

THE PRACTICAL POLES
OF PIOTRKOW

A PRECIOUS 
PROVISION

SHATTERED 
LIVES

U K R A I N E

“I was glad to learn that our print 
plant [in Lutsk, Ukraine] is operating 
without any hindrance, not only 
producing food for the soul but also 
food for the body, for the hungry 
people in Ukraine. Slavic, our director, 
told me that they are continuing to 
print children’s and adults’ New 
Testaments. Then they are buying 
food delivered from Poland to local 
stores and packing boxes with food. 
In every box they include both New 
Testaments and literature explaining 
the way of Salvation. Volunteers from 
churches pack the boxes and deliver 
them to the needy.” 

“We are very grateful because it is so 
precious when someone accepts you 
and does so much good for free in the 
name of God. Thank you very much!”

neighbours from Ukraine. However, 
I have been wondering, for how 
much longer we will maintain 
this enthusiasm. We continue to 
pray for wisdom, strength, and 
perseverance in seeking to help so 
many who are suffering so much.”

“There is still so much enthusiasm 
among our people to help our 

“I would like to greet each one who 
helped me and other families.  
Thank you from the depths of my 
heart a million times”. 

In the midst of a vicious and 
unrelenting war, God’s servants 
seem determined to 

continue and finish their 
ministry. Bill Kapitaniuk from 
Canada, who has served the 
people of Ukraine for many 
years, has a burning heart to 
finish the work God gave him  
to do – to reach Ukrainians  
with God’s Word! Though 
advanced in years, Bill is still 
faithfully serving. 

Of the countries bordering 
Ukraine, Poland has received 
the most refugees. Pastor 
Daniel Kryston remarks: “As 
you may imagine, we have been 
overwhelmed by what’s going 
on over here with so many 
war refugees flooding into our 
country.” He describes how 
his church has responded 
to the crisis, providing 
accommodation in their church 
building, homes, and hostels 
around the town of Piotrkow 
Trybunalski. Sundays are 
special times when the church 
is packed with Polish and 
Ukrainian worshippers!

LUDA IS AN EXAMPLE OF 
THE LASTING DAMAGE 
WAR BRINGS TO 
ORDINARY INNOCENT 
PEOPLE. 
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The results of this project continue 
to thrill and encourage us. Lives 
and communities have been 
transformed. One house church 
with little access to Bible material, 
organizes its worship and teaching 
around the recordings. Believers come 
together to pray, fellowship, and learn 
from the programmes. They rejoice in 
that they feel connected to the Word of 
God, and connected also to believers 
“outside”, without any restrictions!

A further blessing of radio ministry 
relates to the blind, the housebound, 
and those who are illiterate. 
Programmes are recorded in different 
languages so they can hear the words 
of life. Using the recordings on SD, 
they can listen over again in order to 
fully understand the teaching.

Reports have been received about 
radio as a channel for friendship 
and support. One lady invites her 
neighbours round for tea, and plays 

selected programmes, relevant for 
them. Another believer gave a radio to 
someone who had been unwell and was 
suicidal. After listening to a programme 
emphasizing the value of a life, she got 
in touch to say that she had recovered 
and was very grateful. In other locations, 
where people are poor and in need, bags of 
groceries accompany the radios given by 
local believers. Food for body and soul!

STILL MAKING WAVES 
THE POWER OF THE RADIO MINISTRY

C E N T R A L  A S I A

SGA launched its project 
‘Sending Little Missionaries’ in 
partnership with Trans World 
Radio, with anticipation and 
a degree of excitement. It was 
a response to the challenge of 
reaching isolated communities 
across Muslim-dominated 
Central Asia, with the Gospel. 

THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THIS PROJECT HAS BEEN HEART-WARMING:

The ‘Little Missionaries’  are radios 
supplemented with pre-programmed 
SD cards containing Gospel material, 
and SGA’s initial commitment to 
finance and send 500 of these as our 
part in TWR’s plan of action, was 
soon overtaken by the generosity 
of our supporters in supplying 
money for 1300 radios. The impact 
of this partnership project has been 
significant, and very encouraging.

Radio has become a ‘game changer’ 
in isolated regions. It is often the only 
means of communication with the 
outside world – TV and internet do 
not exist! TWR exploits advanced 
technology to reach areas previously 
inaccessible, through the distribution 
of the ‘Little Missionary’ radios. 
Shepherds in the high mountain regions 
of Kyrgystan have even been recipients!

Hundreds of radios, media players and SD cards in Tajikistan.

In Kyrgystan, the original distribution of 500 radios was followed up by 
a further 500. In co-operation with the Blind Society radios were made 
available to the visually impaired.

A house church was formed in one place in Kazakhstan as a result of 
listening to TWR Gospel broadcasts. That church then requested several 
hundred radios, SD cards, and CDs for distribution in their region. At a 
pastors’ conference 200 were made available, and more were requested.

A small team of evangelists visit very remote communities in parts of 
Uzbekistan. Over 200 radios were distributed. The evangelists will bring 
further material on updated SD cards each time they visit. 

200+

NOTE CHANGE OF 
DATE FOR RESIDENTIAL 

CONFERENCE

28TH – 30TH OCTOBER
MORE DETAILS LATER  

No-one can measure or predict 
the range of contacts possible 
through this radio project.  
The ‘Little Missionaries’ sent 
out and backed by the prayers  
of God’s people are sowing  
Gospel seed, and reaping a 
harvest in places Evangelists 
cannot reach on foot. Praise 
God that the radio waves are 
carrying the truth of Jesus to 
hungry, needy souls.


