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LEADERSHIP 
TRAINING

So he issues that stern rebuke to the 
churches in Galatia, expressing his 
astonishment that they were in danger 
of adopting ‘another Gospel’ (1:6), and 
going on to bring to them corrective 
words. He was not content with the 
progress of the Gospel message in 
the world of his day, and so spent his 
life labouring for its progress, going 
to preach where it had never been 
preached before, even to Spain, the edge 
of the known world (Romans 15:20).

SGA’s long-standing and valued friend 
in Moldova, the late Pastor Nikolai 
Malai, often used to urge us on in 
the ministry with one of his favourite 
words, ‘Forward!’, and essentially that 
sums up the mindset which ought to 
be ours in the work of God. We look 
back with thankfulness to God for the 
development of the work of SGA(UK) 
from its modest beginnings into the 
rich and multifarious ministries in a 
growing number of countries which 
are carried on today. But we long for 
more, we strive for more! We want 
to see advance, progression on 
all fronts – in the quality and the 
effectiveness of our spiritual labours. 
All this is possible of course, only 
through the grace of God and by the 
power and enabling of the Holy Spirit.

SIGNIFICANT
PROGRESS
The training of national Christians 
for Gospel ministry has long been 
one of the core ministries of SGA. 
As a result, when foreign travel was 
effectively banned due to COVID 
19, there was a determination to 
continue serving the students through 
our Biblical Leadership Training 
Programme. There have been many 
challenges along the way, but we are 
thankful to report that this ministry has 
continued. Indeed, it has advanced in 
several significant ways.

NEW TEACHERS
As in many areas of business and 
commerce, one of the consequences of 
the pandemic has been the acceleration 
of plans already in place. This has 
proved to be true concerning the use 
of national teachers in our Mission 
Schools. Over the years, SGA’s 
training programme has been 
enriched by the use of local church 
leaders in Romania. As a result, plans 
were in place to expand this practice in 
other countries. An obvious example 
of the value of this approach may be 
seen in the teaching of ‘Evangelism and 
Church Planting’. The experience gained 
by local teachers who have already 
been involved in planting churches 
means that they have local expertise 
which a UK based teacher does not. 
The travel restrictions brought 
about by COVID 19 meant that these 
plans needed to be accelerated and 
expanded. Despite the use of video 
conferencing platforms such as Zoom, 
it quickly became apparent that in-
person teaching was always preferable. 
Therefore, arrangements were made for 

books to assist them in their continuing 
ministry.”

At the time of writing, plans are also 
in place for the graduation of the 
Balti Mission School in Moldova. It is 
anticipated over 20 students will 
complete their studies in December.

NEW STUDENTS
As one group of students complete their 
studies, plans are in place for others 
to begin. A new intake of students 
in Ruptawa and Balti is due to begin 
their studies in January. In addition, 
discussions have taken place exploring 
the possibility of starting new training 
programmes in Romania and Serbia. 
The Romanian and Serbian schools will 
likely commence in the second half of 
2022 to lessen the possible impact of 
further disruptions due to the pandemic. 
We are excited about these possibilities 
and look forward to seeing what God 
will do through these new opportunities.

Despite the disruptions and challenges, 
we are thankful that the Biblical 
Leadership Programme has continued 
and advanced in certain significant 
areas. As we move forward, we seek 
your prayers and the Lord’s blessing 
on this vital ministry.

local leaders and lecturers to attend 
the Mission Schools and teach the 
students. In the vast majority of 
instances, this proved to be a great 
blessing to those attending.

As travel restrictions are lifted 
and SGA staff travel again, the 
plan is to integrate the best of 
these national teachers into our 
training programme. We trust 
this approach will strengthen this 
ministry as we equip the students 
for their future Gospel work.

NEW
GRADUATES
During the period of disruption we 
are grateful that students of several 
Mission Schools have completed 
their studies. In September 2021, 
Derek Maxwell was privileged 
to attend the graduation of the 
Ruptawa Mission School. He 
reported, “It was a wonderful 
blessing to be with the students in 
Poland for their final teaching session 
and participate in their Graduation 
…Twenty students received their 
certificates/diplomas … They also 
received a gift of a small library of 

In this issue of Frontlines we report 
on various aspects of our work in 
which advance has been made in 
the face of all the barriers created by 
Covid-19 and its fallout. God has been 
pleased to bless and encourage us in 
the Leadership Training programme, 
enabling that vital ministry to continue 
despite the restrictions on travel. 
Plans for development in several new 
locations are in hand. A new intake 
of students in Ruptawa, Poland, is 
scheduled for the beginning of 2022. 

We are deeply thankful to God for 
the remarkable advances made 
through the 70th Anniversary Project. 
Reports from the country of Ukraine 
in particular have brought us much 
joy. SGA’s Regional Co-ordinator 

ONWARD!

JOHN BIRNIE

There is such a thing as holy discontent! We see it 
surfacing often in the writings of the apostle Paul.  
He was not content with his own spiritual progress  
and on a number of occasions gave expression to this. 
To the Philippians he wrote that he had not reached 
where he wanted to be spiritually, but that he was 
‘pressing on toward the goal’ (3:14). 

THE LATE PASTOR 
NIKOLAI MALAI,   
OFTEN USED TO URGE 
US ON IN THE MINISTRY 
WITH ONE OF HIS 
FAVOURITE WORDS, 
‘FORWARD!’

AS TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS ARE LIFTED AND SGA STAFF 
TRAVEL AGAIN, THE PLAN IS TO INTEGRATE THE BEST 
OF THESE NATIONAL TEACHERS INTO OUR TRAINING 
PROGRAMME. 

there, Roman Vecherkovsky, gives us 
an insight into advances made and 
blessing experienced through the 
additional supported workers there.

The initiation and development of the 
Phoebe Project and ministry to ladies 
has been encouraging to witness, with 
its potential to harness the support 
of the ladies in our SGA family, to 
whom we owe so much under God, 
for the advance and progression 
of the ministry over the years.

Notwithstanding all that has 
been accomplished, we are 
discontent – in a Biblical and 

Christ-glorifying sense! We 
long to see more – more believers 
strengthened and more churches 
planted, more lost sinners rescued by 
the power of the Gospel, more glory 
and honour to our Lord Jesus Christ.
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(British Section) Limited 
22 Little Church Street, 
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SUPPORTING 
GOD’S SERVANTS

Roman, what has been your 
experience with your new role  
as SGA’s regional coordinator for 
Ukraine?

I have been working already with the 
Union of Churches for about 25 years, 
but it is a great privilege to minister 
with SGA which has given us great 
help in training leaders, in the work of 
evangelism, and in helping those who 
are in need.

Why is the sponsorship of 
evangelists and church planters 
important in Ukraine? 

Our vision is to see new and growing 
churches in Ukraine so that people will 
hear and know God’s truth. We have 
106 groups of believers which are new 
church plants. There are 98 brothers 
serving these churches but only 30 of 
them are financially supported. In our 
denomination there are 118 recognized 
evangelists/church planters, but they 

must take jobs to earn their living and 
cannot be full time in ministry. For 
us it is a special blessing that SGA is 
supporting a number of men to engage 
in full-time ministry.

What difference has SGA’s 
project 70 made for the men 
being sponsored? How have 
these partnerships helped to 
expand the work?

It has meant they can devote 
themselves fully to ministry. One man 
for example, Denis, a faithful, proven 
evangelist, was trying to combine his 
ministry with his small optical business 
through which he supported his family. 
He had planted new churches but his 
time was limited. SGA’s sponsorship 
meant he could engage fully in 
evangelism, and exploit the contacts he 
had made through his business. The 
support has released him to engage in 
ongoing evangelism, young people’s 
work, and outreach to many in his city 
enslaved by alcoholism.

Sasha is another example of this 
expansion of ministry. He has planted 
one village church in the conflict zone, 
and is reaching into another village to 
begin a work there. Eight of the SGA-
sponsored men work in the conflict zone 
in Ukraine. This would not be possible 
without SGA support. One evangelist, 
Yurie, was supplied with a car by SGA, 
which has proved vital in his ministry 
in the ‘red zone’. Another, Ivan, was 
given financial help to establish a 
meeting place for his church. This,  
with humanitarian help for needy 
people, has created many opportunities 
to share the Gospel. 

What are your hopes for the 
future, and how can we pray  
for you?

We have great hope for the future. There 
is great diversity in the spiritual scene 
in Ukraine. Some areas are culturally 
and religiously traditional and there 
is a general claim to be ‘Christian’. 
However, only a tiny minority have a 
genuine faith – most are only nominally 
Christian. In some parts church 
buildings have closed down and people 
are careless about religion. However, 
there is freedom to evangelize, and 
great responsibility to use that freedom. 
We rejoice in the growth of evangelical 
churches, and in an openness to the 
Gospel on the part of many who are 
disenchanted with tradition and the 
official state religion.

Roman Vecherkovsky has been 
SGA’s regional coordinator in 
Ukraine for a little over two 
years. Recently, we were able to 
sit down with Roman and speak 
about the difference Project 70 
is making in the ministries of 
Mission Pastors and Church 
Planters throughout Ukraine.

P R O J E C T  70

WE REJOICE IN THE GROWTH OF EVANGELICAL 
CHURCHES, AND IN AN OPENNESS TO THE GOSPEL ON 
THE PART OF MANY WHO ARE DISENCHANTED WITH 
TRADITION AND THE OFFICIAL STATE RELIGION.

Men  
Sponsored

Workers Based in  
Eastern Europe 

Workers Based in  
Central Asia

Workers Based in  
Far East Russia

Countries  
Registered

80 12

40
10

30

63UKRAINE

Country with the most  
men sponsored

Fully  
sponsored

Partially  
sponsored

10

Our vision is to 
have a Gospel 

church in every 
town and city.  

Pray for us as we 
pursue this. 

Praise God for the 
children’s camps 

supported by SGA. 
They have been a 
big blessing and 
give us hope for 

the years to come.

Pray for the 
training and 

preparation of 
workers and 

leaders in the new 
churches.

PLEASE 
PRAY

PROJECT FACTS
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Marina serves with churches in the city of Abakan, 
working with children and reaching out to young people 
through a monthly ‘Coffee & Life’ meeting. In another town, 
Chernogorsk, she leads a teens’ group for girls, with the aim 
of directing them to Jesus. 

Marina organized a training course for young people’s 
leaders in Abakan, and twelve completed this course. Marina 
reports: “After one seminar on how to preach the Gospel to 
children, God moved the hearts of several brothers to also 
participate in evangelism in the villages of Khakassia.”

Saturdays are outreach days. Marina and her team visit 
villages, distributing New Testaments and Scripture 

Almost thirty years ago SGA General Director at that time, 
Brian Dingle, and Trevor Harris, and subsequently William 
Smylie, forged friendships with Moldovan brethren who 
were to become very precious to us in the ministry of the 
Gospel in that land. Nikolai was one of those. He made the 
arrangements for the first SGA Mission School held in Balti 
in 1994, and from the very beginning proved himself to 
be a faithful, wise, and committed director of the training 
programme there. He was highly respected and valued 
in the association of churches in N Moldova which he 
served, and we in SGA were privileged to partner with 
him in helping to drive forward Gospel outreach and a 

THE MISSION
Across Central Asia there are many challenges to Gospel 
ministry to both believers and unbelievers. Persecution, 
limited internet access, and the isolation of people groups, 
are some of these, but God has His ways of overcoming. 
Christian radio is one of these. Listening to the radio in 
Central Asia is an everyday activity, comparable to our TV or 
YouTube watching. The aim of this radio ministry is twofold: 

To inform listeners of the broadcasts, so they can tune in. 

To get a radio to people or families without one. 

THE STRATEGY
SGA’s partner, Trans World Radio (TWR), has the means 
to reach as many as 60 million listeners through two high 
powered radio transmitters located outside Central Asia. 

Recently Ivan, who directs The Rainbow Bible Centre in Skopje, 
requested financial help to purchase a vehicle to transport 
literature. We were delighted to be able to help, thanks to our 
many partners in the UK and Ireland.                                                      

This is how Ivan expressed his gratitude for the help given 
to provide a vehicle. 

‘On behalf of the Bible Centre and its Bookshop “Revelation”  
I would like to express a deep gratitude to SGA for the donation 
towards purchasing a vehicle to be used in literature ministries in  
N. Macedonia.

The Rainbow Bible Centre and its commercial Bookshop Revelation 

calendars. Doors are opening for regular visitation and 
witness. Last summer, missionary trips were made to new 
villages with programmes for both children and adults.  
A ten-day summer camp was organized in a beautiful place 
called Kubayka. Children, some from Marina’s Good News 
groups and Sunday schools, and others from villages where 
there is no church participated in the activities. 

“God is great in what is 
happening in Khakassia 
and the neighbourhood 
thanks to your prayers 
and support”,  
says Marina.

Marina is being 
financially supported 
by SGA, and her work 
is one of the ministries 
highlighted in SGA’s 
Phoebe Project. 

programme of church 
planting which 
transformed the face of 
evangelical life in that 
part of the country.  
He has entered into 
his reward.

SGA staff members 
loved and respected 
him. He was a trusted 
friend, a wise leader, 
and a godly example. 
He combined a true 

spirituality with an engaging personality, and a lively sense 
of humour which shone through and communicated itself to 
us despite his limited English. Before all else he was a man 
of God, whose life was spent in the service of his Lord and 
Master. We commend his wife Tamara and all the family 
to your prayers.

TWR distributes radios and SD cards 
pre-programmed with Christian 
material, so that even when there is no 
live broadcast, people can still listen to 
Christian teaching. Some broadcasts 
present the Gospel to unbelievers. 
Others are designed to strengthen 
God’s people in isolated and difficult 
circumstances. 

THE MOVING TARGET
For the ‘Sending Little Missionaries’ project SGA’s initial 
commitment was to buy 500 radios at £25 each. Through the 
generosity of UK and Ireland supporters this has been met 
and surpassed, the total now being 1280 radios.  
TWR distributes 70 radios each week.

TUNING OUT
Pray for these ‘Little Missionaries’, and their Gospel 
impact, and for those who drive many miles to distribute 
radios and support listeners.

have been involved in a very significant Bible Literature Ministry 
in N. Macedonia for the past 20+ years. For all of this period the 
Bible Centre never owned a vehicle, but, instead, the enthusiastic 
members of the Bible Centre used their own private vehicles.

The newly purchased vehicle will be used mainly for 
transportation of Bible Literature… (and) may open new ways of 
further enhancing the Bible Literature Ministry in N. Macedonia. 
Your prayers are greatly appreciated.’

Pray for Ivan as he seeks to develop this vital ministry.  
We trust that N Macedonia will be greatly impacted through 
this important ministry. 

S N A P S H OT S N A P S H OT

In the republic of Khakassia, in mid-south Russia,  
29 year old Marina Tsapkova , a young woman of faith, is 
being used of God to bring light to spiritually dark people. 
A former student of SGA’s Balti Mission school in Moldova, 
she answered God’s call to go to Russia as a missionary.

‘God’s Man in Moldova’, Nikolai Grigorievichi Malai,  
has entered his eternal home. On Friday 17th September 
this beloved friend and partner of SGA passed from 
this life into the fulness of life in the presence of His 
Saviour. The warrior laid down his spiritual weapons 
and entered into his rest.

God is blessing the SGA/TWR ‘Sending Little 
Missionaries’ Project in Muslim-dominated Central  
Asian countries.

For many years SGA has partnered with Dr Ivan 
Grozdanov as he serves God in North Macedonia. God 
has used this gifted brother to produce some of the most 
relevant Christian material in his native language. He has 
also translated a number of titles into Macedonian. His 
literature, which has a strong evangelistic emphasis, has 
impacted many across the country.

PLEASE 
PRAY

UPDATE

TO RUSSIA
IN FAITH

NIKOLAI GRIGORIEVICHI 
MALAI

SENDING LITTLE
MISSIONARIES

NECESSARY 
TRANSPORT!

For open 
hearts of 
families and 
young people 
to the Gospel.

For spiritual 
growth 
for Marina 
and her 
volunteers.

For more 
workers in 
God’s field in 
the Khakassia 
region.

To support a ‘Little 
Missionary’ visit  
sga.org.uk/projects/ 
sending-little-missionaries
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The Phoebe Project also aims to raise 
awareness of organisations and projects 
in which women play a significant role. 
One of these organisations is Hospice 
Emanuel. It provides palliative care 
to patients in the district of Oradea, 
Romania. This care extends to the 
families of patients, seeking to bring 
them Christian help and comfort at 
the most difficult of times.

It was established in 1996 under 
the supervision of Marinela Rotariu. 

Marinela’s desire and prayer is  
“that beside easing their pain we 
would be able through our Christianity 
to bring the love of God and His 
salvation in every house where we 
visit those who are suffering.” 

SGA has helped to purchase a syringe 
driver to alleviate pain. There are 
advanced plans in place to have a new 
hospice building erected which will 
better serve those who need care. 

Another “Phoebe Project” supported 
by SGA is in Dalgodeltsi – a village in 
north-western Bulgaria. Its population 
of around 1000 has a sizeable Roma 
community. The great needs of this 
community prompted members of the 
local evangelical church to start a social 
kitchen. SGA provided funds for its 
start-up and its ongoing running costs. 

The church building where the kitchen 
operates is in the very centre of the 
village and easily accessible. Lunches 
are provided for around 40 adults and 
breakfast for 30 school children. In 
addition, with the support of some 
volunteers, around 10 disabled people 
receive their food at home. These visits 
provide ample opportunity to share 

PROMOTING 
PHOEBES

P H O E B E  M I N I S T R I E S

about Jesus Christ.

These two very different projects are 
united by the desire of the women 
involved to serve needs and share 
Christ’s love within their local 
communities. There may be a Phoebe 
Representative in your area who would 
love to come and speak to your ladies 
about these and other modern-day 
“Phoebes”. Visit the SGA website to 
find out more.

THIS CARE EXTENDS TO 
THE FAMILIES OF  
PATIENTS, SEEKING 
TO BRING THEM 
CHRISTIAN HELP AND 
COMFORT AT THE MOST 
DIFFICULT OF TIMES.

June 2021 saw the launch of our 
Phoebe Project. The aim of this 
project is to raise awareness and 
support for women who are investing 
their lives in God’s Kingdom, as did 
Phoebe of Cenchreae (Rom.12:1-2). 
The ministry of one such “Phoebe”, 
Marina Tsapcova, is highlighted 
elsewhere in this month’s Frontlines.

Name

Address

Postcode

PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS
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