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E D I TO R I A L

HOPE CENTRES

COMPASSIONATE

SHARING LIVING HOPE

MINISTRY!

IN THE LIVING GOD

DEREK MAXWELL

During one of my first trips to
Moldova I remember seeing a
destitute lady sitting on
the sidewalk begging. In her hand
was a large card with a written
plea: ‘In the name of Jesus Christ
help me!’ Like many that day,
I walked past feeling a certain
sadness for her but did nothing to
relieve her suffering. How guilty we
have been of walking on the other
side of the road hoping, like the
priest and Levite in the story of the
Good Samaritan, that somebody
else will do the right thing.

But as we know from the Scripture’s
account, along came a Samaritan who
had ‘compassion on him’ (Luke 10:33)
and ministered to him.
To have compassion means to empathize
with someone who is suffering, and to
feel compelled to alleviate such suffering.
The Bible reveals the responsibility of
God’s people to help those in need in the
world, and abounds with examples of
genuine compassion.
The compassion of Christ can be clearly
seen in the Gospel narratives. We observe
His compassion for the helpless and
hurting who were like sheep with no
shepherd (Matthew 9:36); for the sick
and suffering (Matthew 14:14); for the

PEOPLE WILL NOT
CARE WHAT YOU
KNOW UNTIL
THEY KNOW THAT YOU
CARE.
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Safar has just graduated from 9th
grade at school and, like all young
people, he dreams of building a
life for himself – to do vocational
training or study, to get married
and start a family. Most of all, he
wants to serve the Lord Jesus.

hungry (Matthew 15:32). We read of His
compassion for the widowed who were
especially vulnerable (Luke 7:11–15).
Like the Samaritan, we too should have
a compassion that is not only emotive
but moves us into action!
Many people today feel that their world has
collapsed around them. They are unable
to trust anyone; they feel there is no way
forward, and life is overwhelming for them.
But many of these suffering and hurting
people are part of God’s great harvest field,
and to such God sends faithful servants. It
is clear from the Scriptures that God wants
us to be compassionate!
‘Compassionate Ministry’ is one
of the core values and principles of
Slavic Gospel Association, by which
we endeavour to meet the physical
and emotional needs of people and
communities, and as a way of sharing
Christ’s love and the message of
salvation. SGA’s medical care, children’s
ministry, widows’ project, and the
different aspects of ‘Phoebe’ ministry
all come under the umbrella
of ‘compassionate ministry.’
In the following articles we will present
the practical ways in which this works
out. Often this approach is bridge-building

evangelism – a bridge of trust built by
ministering to people’s needs, so that in time
and with prayer, hearts are turned to Him.
Recently I read this profound and accurate
quotation, “People will not care what you
know until they know that you care.” Anon.
It is difficult if not almost impossible to
share with people that God loves them if they
have had no food to eat for days! Through
our compassionate ministries, provision is
made for the vulnerable and needy in society
and practical Christianity is demonstrated,
while the Gospel is proclaimed.
May we, along with our teams on the
field, be sensitive to those whom God
brings into our lives. We may be those
whom God uses to turn their whole
lives around!
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But all of this is hard if you live in
Tajikistan, in the very South next
to Afghanistan, under the growing
influence of Islam and increasing
persecution of believers in Christ.

Safar comes from a very poor family.
His father died and his mother is raising
three children without any regular
income. They live in the basement of a
crumbling house, just surviving thanks
to the support of the believers of the
local church.
When Safar was little, he was taken
to the Hope Centre at the local church.
These church-based centres are a
great opportunity to help children
from families at risk. They are also a
wonderful means of sharing the Gospel
with these children and their families.
In partnership with SGA/UK, Bible
Mission teams up with local churches
to provide the resources to build Hope
Centres – safe places for children at
risk to go where they will have daily
nourishing meals, clean clothes and
even a place to stay and continue to
receive care. Safar has grown up at the
Hope Centre. He has received regular
care by the local believers, and he has
come to love the Lord Jesus Christ.
Over the years we were allowed to help
thousands of children in Tajikistan and

other countries of Central Asia. Many
of them are young, active believers
today. They are the future of the
churches in Central Asia, where the
percentage of evangelical believers is
less than 1%, in some countries even
0.01%. God has expanded our vision
for the Hope Centres to provide future
prospects for young believers. Many
of these young people want to study at
colleges and universities in the capital
city of Dushanbe, but they are facing
the simple question of where to live.
As young Christians they cannot even
stay with relatives in Dushanbe, as they
refuse accepting them in their homes
and families, or they make it a condition
for the young Christians to deny their
faith and convert to Islam.

OVER THE YEARS WE
WERE ALLOWED TO
HELP THOUSANDS
OF CHILDREN IN
TAJIKISTAN AND OTHER
COUNTRIES
OF CENTRAL ASIA.

in their hearts, and provide future
prospects for the next generation of
believers – young, active Christians
like Safar. Thank you for giving them
a chance to grow in faith and in
education, to be salt and light in the
dark, Islamic society around them by
sharing living hope in the living God.

God gave the local church in Tajikistan
the vision to establish a Christian
dormitory, a shelter for young
Christians, at the Hope Centre in
Rizzovkhoz near Dushanbe. We thank
the Lord for allowing us to partner with
SGA/UK in the reconstruction of the
upper floor and roof of the building.
Thank you for your prayers and support
as we together serve to equip the local
churches in Central Asia with Hope
Centres, so that they can serve children
in need, plant the seed of the Gospel
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M O L D OVA

GOD’S BLESSING

PRAISE GOD THE
GOSPEL HAS
CONQUERED MANY
IN THE DIFFICULT
PANDEMIC TIMES.

IN HARD TIMES
and became familiar with the use of
social media for worship and fellowship
purposes. On-line services, livestreaming, and Zoom were so valuable,
and believers discovered and used other
ways of communicating and interacting.
Some set up group chats on Messenger
as a kind of a ‘small group’ ministry.
The following is the account of
a brief interview by Zoom with
Pastor Peter Mihalchiuk, SGA
Regional Director, Moldova,
about the severe challenges faced
by believers and churches there,
and the ways in which God has
been working to bring blessing
in circumstances of need, pain,
and sadness.

The past year has been
extremely difficult in Moldova.
Tell us about the situation
generally in the country.
The country was already suffering the
effects of a failed harvest due to drought
last year when the pandemic began so
things were already difficult. The health
care system in the country was entirely
unprepared for the Covid-19 pandemic.
There was no access to or availability
of PPE, and the quality of medicines,
specifically antibiotics, was not good.
Moldova’s statistics are some of the
worst in E Europe, yet it is likely that
there are many more cases which have
not been reported.
Only the hospitals in the two main cities
of Chisinau and Balti have the facilities
to care properly for Covid patients.
There are big differences between the
cities and the villages. In the outlying
regions hospital care is inferior and
often inadequate, so the effects of the
pandemic were severe.
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How have the churches been
affected? What difficulties and
problems have they faced?

What challenges have you
faced in keeping the Mission
School programme going?
What has been happening to
keep the students in training?
A most encouraging development
has been the involvement of
local teachers in carrying on the
teaching and training ministry. In
the absence of SGA staff members,
whose visits were usually of a
two-week duration, the format of
the school sessions was changed
to fit lessons into two consecutive
long weekends. This allowed local
pastors to take on the teaching
load. Some sessions had to be
cancelled, but whenever there
was freedom to do so, the Mission
School sessions continued. Another
development has been in the
curriculum, with the inclusion of
several new subjects considered
useful by the local church leaders.
In all of this we see God’s
providential hand, strengthening
the local base for the training of
future Christian workers.

However it was acknowledged that these
were a poor substitute for face-to-face
fellowship. In some locations believers
continued to meet in very small groups
for fellowship and encouragement.

The most obvious difficulty was the
inability to meet and have fellowship.
Those in isolated communities were
particularly affected by this, for often
there is poor internet and telephone
signal, sometimes none at all, and so
believers were not able to communicate
even virtually. It was a time of anxiety
and a challenging time. Where internet
service was good, evangelists and
preachers had to adapt, and learn
how best to use Zoom and internet
communication platforms, and believers
had to adjust to ‘on-line’ services which
were totally new to many.
The preachers and evangelists kept
visiting and reaching out to the many
who could not keep in touch, but despite
taking whatever precautions they could,
this made them more susceptible to
infection, and sadly a large number of
them became ill – some estimated that
up to 70% were infected – including
some past students of the SGA Mission
School. Sadly, several died.

How have the churches
responded to the problems and
challenges of this period?
At first there was some confusion, with
leaders and people not really knowing
what to do and how to cope, but in
many situations they adapted well,

SGA’s financial and practical support
for leaders was invaluable, as was the
continuing practical aid ministry to widows
and other poor and vulnerable groups.
Special services were arranged where the
Gospel was presented, and food packages
were distributed to the most needy. The
medical ministry team continued its
precious ministry to body and soul, backed
by the prayerful intercession and financial
support of SGA supporters and others. It is
to God’s glory that practical aid, especially
to widows, could be significantly increased
during the Covid period and not cut back.

Have people been impacted by
the Gospel during this unusual
and difficult time?
Yes, many have been troubled, and the
opportunities to share the Gospel have
been taken and they have proved very
fruitful. In the early days of the pandemic
in particular, there was widespread fear,
and the thoughts of many turned to God.
There was little hope of protection and
deliverance from the virus on a human
level, and many turned to prayer. Many,
who would not normally attend services
also listened to the preaching of God’s
Word on-line. In homes where there
was only one believer, he or she was
often joined by other family members to
listen on-line, with the result that family
members were brought to repentance.
Praise God the Gospel has conquered
many in the difficult pandemic times.
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Special services were
arranged where the
Gospel was presented,
and food packages
were distributed to the
most needy.
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UK MINISTRIES

S N A P S H OT

JUST FOR

SECRETLY

LADIES

This October we welcome Violeta
Fărăgău and Beate Peters as guest
speakers at our “Just for Ladies”
events. These are being held across
the UK and Ireland from 2nd to
16th October. Please check the
SGA website for details. By way of
introducing our guests, we asked
Violeta and Beate some questions.

What was your family
background like?
VF: I grew up in Arad, Romania. In
1990, after the revolution, my mother
was invited by a neighbour to go to
church. She became a Christian.
My dad was very much against this.
He wouldn’t go inside the church to
see her baptism, but he listened to the
message on loudspeakers outside. That
day he received Jesus as his Saviour.

BP: I grew up in East Germany. My
parents brought us up with much love,
but no-one ever talked about God. At
school we were taught communist
ideology – that God didn’t exist.

How did you come to faith?
VF: My parents took me to church in
Arad. It was during a Sunday school
lesson that I understood that I was a
sinner and needed God to forgive me.
I was about 13 when I asked Jesus to
be my Lord and Saviour and help me
live for him.
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WORSHIPPING!
In an ancient city in Central Asia there is a group of believers.
There are over twenty mosques but not a single registered
Christian church. About twenty years ago Christians began
to pray about bringing the Gospel to this city. Back then they
had no acquaintances or connections there. However, the Lord
already had a plan.
Miraculously, one couple in 2002 became the first believers in
the city. Since then about thirty people have been baptized.
The believers gather in an apartment as they do not have a
place of their own in which to meet. The government does
not grant registration to the church and some believers have
known persecution from their family and friends. Yet, despite
all the difficult circumstances, the church continues to meet
and proclaim the Gospel among the people.
For this group of believers, and other similar groups, it is very
common to meet in the room of a house which they call a

BP: The first time I thought about God was when the Berlin Wall fell. That was a
miracle to me, and I thought that there must be God who is in control of everything.
After I finished my studies, I began to work at Bible Mission. I noticed that the people
there lived out their faith, but it wasn’t until my mother was dying that I thought about
my relationship to Jesus. In 2009 I gave my life to Jesus and was baptized.

How are you serving Him now?

IN THE

MARKET PLACE

VF: In two main ways. First, through Preventis – a drugs and addiction ministry.
We work mainly with young people and their families. Second, through Casa Filip
– a ministry which supports people with a cancer diagnosis, providing housing, food,
emotional support, and encouragement. This ministry is very personal, as I first saw
the need when my late husband Filip was having cancer treatment.

BP: I continue serving at Bible Mission but there’s a difference. When I write today
it comes from a heart that has experienced God’s grace and love. The stories I write
are about the work of my Lord. When I translate, it is the living word from God that
reaches people who need it and is powerful to change lives.

TWO BOOKLETS WHICH TELL OF THE MINISTRIES OF OUR GUESTS
“Casa Filip”
introduces this
ministry and
includes Violeta’s
personal account
of the work, and
stories of those
helped.

“Transformed”
is a book of amazing
testimonies from
Central Asia.
These are people
associated with the
Independent Bible
Correspondence
School organised by
Bible Mission.

As Covid restrictions were being lifted in Poland, SGA
sponsored missiory pastor Tomasz Chylka saw an opportunity
to bring the Gospel to his people. He noted that artistic groups
had been permitted to perform in their local market square and
so he requested permission to hold an evangelistic outreach
event. Originally turned down by the authorities, the Lord
overcame the obstacles in a providential way and the event
took place.
Tomasz reported, “God blessed us… In the Pszczyna market
square, several hundred people heard the Gospel, listened to
Christian songs or received a tract, the New Testament or a book
explaining the way of Salvation. Some of us had some interesting
conversations, someone even announced they were looking for
God… We pray for the fruit of this service.”

Prayer Room. Since these rooms are open for other interested
people to come and attend, they serve as a public facility and
as such, require renovation from time to time. Not all the
families can afford this, and so the local brothers considered
these needs and searched for ways to help.
Through your support, SGA was able to help fund this project
so that the facilities would be better suited for public use.
Praise God that there is a group which worships the true and
living God in this large city. Pray for believers’ protection and
that the Gospel outreach there will advance.

WIDOWS:

GREATER NEED
& PROVISION

The Widows’ Project
has been at the forefront
of our humanitarian
response ministry for
many years. Inspired by
specific Biblical commands
to care for the widow,
practical help for essential
goods such as food, fuel
and medicine has been offered every year to thousands
of women across 11 different countries. In recent years
this ministry has also included so-called ‘outcast widows’
from Central Asia, those who have been rejected by their
families due to their faith in Jesus Christ.
The year 2020 was especially challenging. Along with other
factors, COVID-19 amplified the economic hardships which
resulted in a greater demand for aid. We are grateful that, due
to the generosity of our partners in the UK, we were able to
increase our giving to this ministry by 80% last year. Sadly,
however the need has not gone away, and consequently we
have once again allocated any profits from our Christmas
Cards to help support the Widows’ Project. As we enter another
winter, we commend this vital work to your prayerful support.
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SPECIAL EVENTS
Visit the SGA website at
www.sga.org.uk for full details
of all these events.
Download Northern Ireland Day
Conference registration form
and request Night of Praise free
entry tickets.

NOV

2021

All events are subject to Covid
restrictions being eased
sufficiently.

WEDNESDAY 10TH NOVEMBER
@ 7.30PM

SATURDAY 13TH NOVEMBER
@10.30AM – 3.30PM

Rosemary Lane Chapel, nr Clayhidon,
Devon EX15 3PQ

Oldbury Congregational Church

Northern Ireland Day Conference
(Registration required)*

TUESDAY 9TH NOVEMBER
@ 7.30PM

SATURDAY 13TH NOVEMBER
@4PM
& 6PM
Night of Praise with Romanian and local artists

Bible Christian Church Hall, Back Road
West, St. Ives TR26 1NE

FRIDAY 12TH NOVEMBER
@ 7.30PM
(free entry – tickets required)*
Gracehall, 59 Cottage Rd, Lurgan,
Craigavon BT67 9ND

Due to Covid-19 disruptions last year, belated special 70th
anniversary celebrations will take place across the UK and Ireland
this November. We are looking forward (DV) to welcoming
international guests including Dr. Paul Negrut with a vocalist group
from Romania, and other guests. This is your special invitation to
be part of these special events! Plan to join us!

CHRISTMAS CARD

ORDER FORM

PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS

SUNDAY 14TH NOVEMBER
Banbridge Baptist Church @ 11.30am
Ballee Baptist Church @ 6.30pm

*

CONTACT DEREK
MAXWELL FOR DETAILS
derek.maxwell@sga.org.uk
07976 243047

1 PACK

£3.00 + 1.60 p&p

Name

2 PACKS

£6.00 + 2.00 p&p

Address

3 PACKS

£9.00 + 2.70 p&p

4 PACKS

£12.00 + 3.00 p&p

5 PACKS

£15.00 + 3.30 p&p

Postcode
Please cut out and return to: SGA, 22 Little
Church Street, Rugby, Warwickshire CV21 3AW
The cards are 145 x 105mm and come in packs
of 12 (6 each of 2 designs). Inside each cards is
a scripture verse and a greeting
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Northern Conference
Upton Baptist Church, Chester (TBC)

6-10 PACKS

£3/pack + 6.00 p&p

10+ PACKS

£3/pack + 8.00 p&p

Total to pay

£

Certain images are used by permission. www.imb.org

MONDAY 8TH NOVEMBER
@ 7.30PM

