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Doctor Luke gives us an
interesting account of the 1st
missionary journey of Paul and
Barnabas (Acts 14). It was a
journey of very contrasting
experiences. In each of the cities
they visited they were thrilled
to see many coming to faith
in Jesus, and being gathered
into little congregations which
throbbed with spiritual vitality.
In those same cities, however,
they met with violent opposition
– Pisidian Antioch, Iconium,
Lystra. Such was the extremity
of the opposition that in Lystra
the apostle Paul was stoned and
left for dead.

By God’s grace he quickly recovered
and moved on with his companions
to Derbe, from where they made their
return journey. That return leg was
via Lystra & Iconium where they had
been so cruelly mistreated. Why?
Paul’s desire according to vs.2123, was to strengthen the souls of
the disciples. He was concerned to
consolidate the infant work.

This concern surfaces with respect to
other places. Paul’s love for the church
at Corinth compelled him to address
serious problems there. He had much
to say about disunity, and the confusion
about spiritual gifts. At several points
he cuts through all the fog and gets right
to the heart of church life and witness.
He exhorts them that since they want
to see the Spirit at work, they should
strive for the upbuilding of the church.
(1 Cor.14:12). A little later he states that
whatever spiritual gifts are in view, all
is to be done for edification. v.26. Paul’s
concern is for the strengthening of the
church, and the consolidation of its
spiritual life and witness.
Much of Paul’s writing ministry was
concerned with consolidation of the
churches – those planted through
his own evangelistic ministry, and
others planted independently of his
direct involvement. A central plank in
consolidating church life and ministry
was the appointment of suitable mature
leaders. This was Paul’s main concern
in writing to Titus. He had left Titus on
Crete, so that he would put into order
what remained undone, and appoint
elders in each town Paul had already
indicated to him. (Titus 1v5). He writes
similarly to Timothy, spelling out what
is required of church leaders, and
indicating that they have a central role
in strengthening and consolidating the
churches, confronting false teachers,
and feeding God’s people on His Word.

About 3000yrs ago Solomon wrote: “Of making
many books there is no end”.

Other aspects of consolidating work
are mentioned in the New Testament
- financial help from richer churches
to poorer; spiritual guidance and
encouragement through the sending of
men like Titus and Barnabas to help in
needy situations; humanitarian-type
ministry such as care for orphans,
widows and those in material need.
SGA endeavours to respond to this
NT challenge to consolidate the work
of God. In this issue of Frontlines you
will read of the provision of training,
the financing of Christian writing and
publishing, ongoing humanitarian
concerns and involvement, financial
support, and other ways in which we
are committed to strengthening and
consolidating Gospel work across
our fields of ministry. Pray for the
strengthening of the churches of Christ
in all these countries.

Less than ten years ago, in 2014, an online national newspaper stated
that the UK was leading the way in publication, producing 184,000 new
and revised titles! Solomon knew that unless a book is written about
the Lord and according to His revealed wisdom, it would profit the soul
little or nothing.

The publication of this book reflects
the confusion which surrounds issues
of gender and sexuality in the present
generation. Our prayer is that it will help
to galvanize believers in Romania in
their commitment to Biblical truths and
standards in this area, and strengthen
them as they hold to Biblical principles
in a society which, like ours in the UK,
is increasingly moving away from God.

BOOKS BUILD
UP BELIEVERS
One of Luther’s French contemporaries,
Theodore Beza (1519-1605) famously
said: ‘Rome overcame the world by
her power, the Pope overcame Rome
by her cunning, and Luther overcame
them both by his pen!’. As one looks
back over church history there can
be no doubt about the importance of
evangelical literature of such a calibre
in the spreading of the Gospel and the
edifying of Christians.
For this reason SGA continues to invest
in the publication of quality Christian
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serve, and it is deeply appreciated by our
friends there. Dane Vidovic comments
to God’s Plan by Graeme Goldsworthy
was the first book on ‘Biblical Theology’
ever printed in Serbia. How important
it is for our Christian family in Serbia
to have a book which presents the
doctrines of the Bible in this way.
Ben Faragau writes from Romania:
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For almost a half century SGA has
supported our literature ministry. The
books are distributed in the entire country
and in the Romanian communities
abroad. Only God knows how these books
are used and how lives are changed.

Moral and spiritual confusion and
error abound in many areas of modernday living and in all the countries in
which SGA is serving. God’s people
need resources which will nurture and
strengthen their understanding of His
truth, and give them spiritual backbone
to adhere to it and live it out in a critical
and sceptical world. The publication
and distribution of sound Bible-based
literature is one of the valuable ways in
which we can encourage this.

SGA’s latest commitment, in partnership
with another UK based mission,
‘Romanian Ministries’, is to sponsor
the publication of ‘God’s Design for
Women’ by Sharon James. This will
be undertaken by SGA’s longstanding
friend, Dinu Moga, at ‘Faclia Publishing
House’ in Romania, and will be made
available in the autumn.
Why publish this book? Dinu writes:
‘For quite some time we have been
thinking about a book which will discuss
the place and purpose of women in
church and society from a Biblical
perspective and in a historical context...
this book is the tool we need to advance
in our churches the Biblical teaching on
this subject’.
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LEADERSHIP TRAINING

“Except the Lord build
the house, they labour
in vain that build it…”

WE BELIEVE THAT GOD
WILL LEAD US ON TO
SEE MORE CHURCHES
PLANTED

Ps 127 v1

MARK SIPOS
This verse in carved into one of
the living quarters at Smeaton’s
lighthouse, Plymouth UK. Many Cornish
Tin miners helped to build it, and in 1759
each received a medal for their hard work.
Their work was only complete when the
lighthouse was operating with its rays of
light sweeping the ocean around.
The work of Gospel mission is similar.
It takes many, with various skills
and experiences to complete the task
so that the Gospel light can sweep
the nations. SGA Mission Schools are
very much part of that, bringing together
gifted men and women from various
backgrounds, to train them for the work
of ministry and the consolidation of the
witness of the churches of Christ. Like
Smeaton’s lighthouse, these churches
must withstand the storms of opposition
which inevitably come, and they can
only do so when strengthened and
buttressed by the truth of God’s Word.
Praise God that SGA Mission School
training has been instrumental in
equipping leaders to minister to and
strengthen the churches’ witness.
Pastor Yuri Bostan, a graduate of the
Balti Mission School, began Gospel
work in a village called Kotiuzhany in
Moldova where several people repented
and turned to Christ. Under Yuri’s
leadership the work grew to 35
members, with 30 children attending
the Sunday school. Then came a cry
for help from another village where a
small work had no one to minister and
help. Yuri, with support from his wife
Inga, also a graduate of our Mission

THE WORK GREW TO
35 MEMBERS, WITH 30
CHILDREN ATTENDING
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL
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School, took on the care of these two
growing churches. He faces many
difficulties, especially during the Covid
pandemic, but continues faithfully
to preach and teach, and seeing God
strengthening the lives and witness of
the believers in his care.
Mark Sipos is a graduate of one of our early
Mission Schools in Hungary. He is now
pastor of New Hope Church in Szeged,
and thanks God for his training which
helped him to plant a new church and then
contribute to its growth and consolidation.
Mark in turn has had several SGA Mission
Schools in his church, convinced that the
training given is a key element under God,
in consolidating the work of the Gospel
in his city and region. He is now
endeavouring to plant another
church in his home village, praying
for God to make the seed grow and
develop into a strong witness in another
needy community.
The consolidation of the church in
Szeged has produced a missionary
vision, which has led Mark and his fellow

leadership in place. Iosif is passing
on the teaching he received in order
to encourage the believers in these
small churches to grow spiritually
and become mature, and also to
develop a burden for mission in their
region, one of the least evangelized
in Romania. Iosif believes that the
SGA Mission School enabled him to
understand the Bible more clearly,
and helped him in his gospel work.
It has had a significant impact on
his ministry and enabled him more
effectively to minister in partnership
with Pastor George. It has brought
these two servants together, and
strengthened their efforts not only
to reach the lost, but to teach and
instruct believers, and lay a solid
foundation for the future growth of
the churches.

believers to reach out to Hungarian
communities living in neighbouring
countries Romania and Serbia. They are
actively involved in plans to organize
an SGA Mission School in the Serbian
town of Cantavir. The desire of Mark
and his associates is to see churches of
Christ strengthened and Gospel witness
consolidated in spiritually needy regions
of their own country and beyond. We are

Similar outcomes are apparent
wherever SGA Leadership
Training has been established.
Together students learn and grow,
developing their knowledge of
God’s Word and their ability to
teach it to others. Unlike Smeaton’s
lighthouse, Gospel work and its
consolidation and spread are never
finished. There remains much to be
done and with the prayerful support
and intercession of SGA’s partners,
we believe that God will lead us on
to see more churches planted, to see
them grow and mature, and then
from a firmly consolidated base,
reach out further into God’s harvest
field.

thrilled that God has used SGA to
encourage and assist in this Christglorifying ministry.
A similar story has unfolded in the
village of Bozovici in southern Romania.
Pastor George requested that an
SGA school be organized in his area,
and training was offered to believers
from several churches in the region.
One result of this was the calling of a
believer, Iosif Goga, to Gospel ministry.
He is a trained paramedic by day, but at
weekends and in the evenings he is an
assistant to Pastor George in the work
of sustaining and strengthening several
churches in the area, which have no no
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A REVIVED FAITH
We thank you for supporting the ‘Power in Persecution’ programme … Our
brothers and sisters always have to be on the watch. Persecution is very real in
this part of the world and for that reason they need our support and prayers!

Friday 5th Sunday 7th

So began a recent correspondence with our partners in TWR as they reported
on the necessity and value of this SGA sponsored radio programme. This was
reinforced by a listener telling the story of one family who had stopped going
to church because of persecution. The listener visited them, gave them a radio
and encouraged them to listen to the programmes. During their return visit, the
listener spoke of a completely different atmosphere in the home. He said, ‘their faith
was revived’ as it seemed each programme was specifically for them.

NOVEMBER

Milton Hill House Hotel
Steventon, Abingdon

Praise God for this transformation and pray that many more will
be strengthened in their faith as they live for God in difficult circumstances.

We are delighted that

ROMANIAN
VOCALISTS

NO KNOWN BELIEVERS

will be joining us at our
conference and other
special events.

SPECIAL

GUESTS

DR. PAUL NEGRUT (BIBLE MINISTRY)

Dr Paul Negrut is Rector of Emanuel Christian University,
Oradea, Romania, and a pastor in Emanuel Baptist Church.
Married to Delia, they have two married daughters, and
two grandchildren. Paul is a passionate preacher of God’s
Word, a distinguished scholar, and a long-standing friend
of SGA.

STAS EFIMOV

Stas is a respected leader among evangelicals in Yakutia, Far
East Russia, where Shamanism is still traditionally practised.
Stas has been a missionary in his home region for twenty
years. He writes: ‘We hope that our partnership will bring
fruit in reaching the unreached and making God’s people
stronger in faith for the glory of God.’

GERHARD FRIESEN

For over twenty years SGA has partnered with the
German-based ‘Bibel Mission’ in Gospel ministry in Central
Asia. Gerhard, for the past six years BM’s Director of
Communications, was born in Kazakhstan but grew up in
Germany. He writes: ‘It’s the desire of my heart to see
unreached nations coming to know Christ.’
6
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The Gospel opportunities open to those supported by SGA’s Project 70 appeal
continue to be many and varied. Alexander Balagansky serves in Far East
Russia, in a region close to Mongolia.
The Lord has given him a burden for two people groups, both of whom are Mongolian
in origin. He continues to serve and pastor the church he has planted among the
Buryat people, an officially unreached group with little Gospel witness. However,
recently, he has felt challenged by the Lord to reach out to the Soyot people,
a group with no known believers. Alexander faces many practical and spiritual
challenges, but he is encouraged with the results of his most recent mission trip.
He was able to initiate important relationships with key members of the community,
including a local Shaman. He writes, “Our goal is for these people to have a local
cultural church with a sermon in their native language. We will be glad if you support
us in prayer, and I think God will be glorified in our partnership.”

BELATED SPECIAL
70TH ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION
Plan to be with us for this momentous
weekend. If you cannot join us for the
full weekend, why not come along as a
day visitor? All events are subject to
Covid restrictions being eased.
For further information, contact
Sharon Howard at the SGA office. You
can download a booking registration
form from our website www.sga.org.
uk or contact the SGA Office to send
you a form by post. (01788 220699)

RESIDENTIAL FEES

(from Friday afternoon to Sunday
lunchtime, inclusive of all meals)

Adult Double Room £160 pp
Adult Single Room £175
Young Person £95

DAY CONFERENCE FEES

Saturday 6th November 2021
Day Conference with lunch only
Adults £40 / YP £25
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AN UNUSUAL OPPORTUNITY
There are times when the Lord opens up doors of opportunity in the most
unusual of circumstances. In a recent international report, long-standing SGA
partner Ivan Grozdanov, was recognized as one of the most influential
scientists in North Macedonia. As a result, he and five other scientists
were invited to a special reception which included the then President of N.
Macedonia.
Ivan felt compelled to decline this invitation due to several government
policies including their current education programme, which according to
Ivan, ‘pushes the fluid gender theory and immoral views on sexual and marriage
partnerships.’ He wrote about this on a social media platform and was
surprised to learn his posts went viral and attracted the attention of larger
media outlets. Pray that Ivan will have more opportunities to explain the
validity of Christian ethics and the truthfulness of the Gospel.
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LEADERSHIP SUPPORT

ESSENTIAL TRANSPORT!

Following some discussions, we were
pleased to be able to help provide part of
the funds required for a 2014 Honda CR-V.
We consider this another opportunity to
help reach Central Asia with the Gospel.
In the last years, the team distributed
hundreds of radios to listeners in rural
areas and spoke in churches. A reliable
car will help the team to visit listeners
in places that sometimes takes a 6-hour
drive and especially for the distribution of
radios/MP3 players and SD Cards.

‘At the moment, our Trans World Radio partner in
Central Asia is in urgent need of a better car to visit
listeners, churches etc. for radio distribution etc.
As this is an urgent need we are looking for a partner
who will help TWR to buy this car.’
The TWR missionary was thrilled and very thankful to the SGA supporters
for their generosity. Our TWR partner summed it up in the following way:
‘Although it is just a car… it is a tool with the same purpose of all that we do
– preach God’s Word to the people in Central Asia, tell them about Jesus.’

UKRAINE
CHURCH
SGA’s funding of Houses
of Prayer continues to be a
practical expression of Gospel
partnership. One such example
is a newly replanted church in the
city of Novoukrainka, Ukraine.
Originally a thriving church in the
1950s, the communist authorities
acted against this fellowship, and
tragically, the result was the church
practically ceased to exist.
This situation continued for
many years until believers from a
neighbouring town began to assist
in restoring the witness of the
church. In a further development,
a couple called Roman and Natalia
Nagovitsyn were sent to the city to
reach the city with the Gospel.
Thanks to their combined efforts,
a new group has been established.
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AS A RESULT, THE
CHURCH BEGAN TO
PRAY AND RAISE
MONEY AS THEY
LOOKED FOR A NEW
BUILDING

UKRAINE

While still small, the church has been described by other leaders as ‘alive and dynamic
where people are keen to share their faith.’
However, one practical issue has been causing problems. The building that has been
rented is in an isolared location and has become an obstacle to effective Gospel ministry.
As a result, the church began to pray and raise money as they looked for a new building
that would be more suitable for their needs. Wonderfully, such a building became available
in an ideal location, but the church had insufficient funds to complete the purchase. A
trusted partner made contact with SGA, asking if we could help. We are grateful we have
been able to send the finances needed to purchase and refurbish the building.
Commenting on this situation, Pastor Igor Bandura wrote:
“Thanks to the funds raised by the brothers and sisters, as well as significant help
provided by SGA, a building was purchased … (and will be) transformed for the needs
of a growing ministry. There is a strong hope that the purchase of this house will be a
blessing in the spiritual and quantitative growth of the church.”

Certain images are used by permission. www.imb.org

This was a request from SGA’s ‘Partners
in Mission’ TWR. It was explained how
the staff used a privately owned car for
trips to visit churches and listeners.
However, as this 1999 car needs
extensive repairs and the number of trips
is growing, there is an urgent need for
a reliable car that will allow the team
to continue and extend the ministry of
sharing the hope of Jesus Christ with
people (often listeners) in Central Asia.

